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7 April 2013 

The Save Filton Airfield campaign group (SFA) was appalled by the recent article from Filton MP Jack 

Lopresti, published in “The Post” on Friday 5 April 2013. 

It was a hopelessly misleading and inaccurate piece of political spin, presumably an attempt to 

justify the closure of one of this area’s most valuable assets – against the wishes of the vast majority, 

including most of the people Mr. Lopresti was elected to represent. 

SFA has never been influenced by any Political Party. Amongst our members we have Conservative, 

Labour, LibDem and UKIP supporters, as well as a whole range of Aerospace Engineers and 

Professionals. All of them are able to work together without a hint of Political point scoring so 

apparent in Mr. Lopresti’s article. 

NOBODY amongst those who tried to save this airfield for Bristol has ever "talked down" our 

aerospace industry. Quite the opposite - we exist and have campaigned on this issue solely because 

we are deeply concerned that without this important asset, aerospace manufacturing will never 

again reach heights previously enjoyed. The long-term prosperity of Bristol hinges on our ability to 

innovate and develop new aerospace designs and win large-scale manufacturing projects in the 

future. As just another edge-of-city office park, we give our excellent engineering talent nothing to 

differentiate ourselves from emerging knowledge-based economies that are fighting desperately to 

take a slice of our pie – and winning. 

Mr. Lopresti states that Airbus has full order books. However, we believe that progressively less 

parts for Airbus aircraft are made in the UK. We understand that for the A380 the UK contribution is 

20% but this will fall to 15% for the A350. 

Mr. Lopresti states the UK needs to attract more Engineers. We put it to him that Filton Airfield was 

an excellent tool for doing just that, as well as a whole range of new aviation business. Instead he 

insists we close it for housing, further adding to Bristol’s recent position as the most congested city 

in the UK. 

Mr. Lopresti tries to make out that since the closure, investment continues as normal, first referring 

to the GKN plant at Severn Beach. In fact, GKN took this site on in 2009 – years before the closure of 

Filton was even announced. 

Next he mentions the Airbus Aerospace Park (AAP). Airbus announced this project in March 2011 – 

again before the closure of the airfield was announced. We understand that the AAP will not create 

any new jobs – instead it will allow Airbus to relocate employees from leased offices to buildings on 

their own land, releasing even more of the BAE-owned site for redevelopment. 
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Mr. Lopresti states that the only way to save the airfield would have to be with hardworking 

taxpayers’ money. We wonder if he has actually spoken to any of them – because we feel sure that 

“hardworking taxpayers” would much rather see their money being spent on retaining our assets 

than being used to facilitate tax cuts for the rich people of the UK and allowing large corporations to 

cash in on assets they effectively received from the tax payer for nothing in the first place. 

Mr. Lopresti states the airfield would then require a subsidy. We don’t quite understand this, given 

that despite being deliberately run down, the Airfield made a profit in the last few years of its 

operation. We also do not understand how that makes it “commercially unviable” either. 

Mr. Lopresti was elected as an MP in order to represent the people of his constituency. Far from 

standing up for Filton Airfield, Mr. Lopresti has actively campaigned to ensure that it was closed for 

the short term benefit of BAE and the corporate property developers. He has not engaged with SFA 

at all. Nor has he engaged with the people of his constituency or represented their views. Instead he 

seems more interested in the Ministry of Defence, recently taking part in an all-expenses paid trip to 

Saudia Arabia promoting UK arms exports. 

We hope that Mr Lopresti starts to appreciate the sentiments that his own constituents have voiced 

over Filton Airfield. We also hope that come the next election, people will judge him on whether he 

really wants to support our own economy or the house-building lobby and his own career 

aspirations. 


